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Which world issues manifest in protests on Middlebury’s campus? Why do students protest where they do? 
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Middlebury College Campus

This maps explores how we project the world onto 
Middlebury’s campus by projecting the campus onto the 
world. Each building symbol represents a significant 
direct-action protest (a march, rally, sit-in, etc.) that 
occurred in or outside of that building in the last 50 
years. The buildings are positioned on the map at the 
locations from which the protested issues originate. 
Though the colonial undertones of placing Middlebury’s 
buildings across the world are unintentional, they draw 
attention to the ways that the political consciousness on 
campus has worked to counter colonialism and 
simultaneously upheld its prioritization of certain people 
and regions, as shown by the large swathes of the world 
whose events have not manifested in on-campus 
protests. This map is not meant to imply that direct 
action protests are the only or most valuable form of 
resistance and political engagement, but rather to 
examine the ways that we localize global issues by 
occupying different campus spaces.
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Historical information from: “A Walking History of Middlebury,” “Middlebury Disorientation Guide,” 
“Archives of Dissent,” “A People’s History of Middlebrury College,” and The Campus archives

California, 2007: Middlebury Open Queer Alliance demonstrated outside of Ross Dining 
Hall, where US Marine representatives had an information table. The students cited the 

College’s policy which requires the administration to hold a public forum to discuss 
on-campus recruitment by any organization that discriminates based on certain identity 
markers, such as sexuality. In light of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, MOQA called on 

College President Liebowitz to hold such a forum. Nigeria, 2012: Student protesters interrupted a talk in the RAJ by Shell 
Oil executive, Olav Ljosne, by reading letters from Nigerians whose lives 

and livelihoods have been hurt by Shell’s drilling in the Niger Delta. 
Students then presented the speaker with a mock honorary degree “of 

Humane Letters” and sarcastically lauded him for aligning Shell’s activities 
with Middlebury’s own values of ethical global citizenship. 

Israel-Palestine, 2013: Students for Justice in Palestine 
organized a performance activism piece outside of Proctor 
Dining Hall, in which they set up a mock Israeli checkpoint to 
show the oppression and state violence to which Palestinians 
are subjected in Israel-Palestine.

Libya, 2017: Following the news of President Trump’s Executive 
Order 13769 -- the “Muslim Ban” which prohibited all travel to the US 
from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen -- students 
gathered outside of McCullough Student Center to stand in solidarity 
with Muslim students and in opposition to Islamophobia on campus 
and across the world.

Washington, D.C., 2018: On the day of Supreme Court 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation, students gathered 
outside of Proctor Dining Hall to show opposition to his 
confirmation and solidarity with Dr. Christine Blasey Ford and 
all survivors of sexual violence.

Poland, 2019: The “protest that never happned” was organized in response to a talk by Polish 
politician Ryszard Legutko, who has gained notoriety for his populist, xenophobic, racist, 
homophobic, and misogynist views and his efforts to dismantle Polish democracy. The talk and 
protest were set to be held at Kirk Alumni Center. Several hours before the talk, school 
administrators cancelled the event, citing safety concerns. It was later revealed that threats had 
been made by students against student protesters.

Ohio, 1970: Amidst national student protests of the Kent State shoot-
ings and US bombings in South East Asia, a student set fire to Recitation 
Hall, which held some of the school’s ROTC offices. This student report-

edly did not have political motives, but the arson came at the end of a 
week of three reported attempts to vandalize the the offices and has  

become associated with student protests of the US military.

Vietnam, 1972: Following US bombings in North Vietnam, 
students involved with the Radical Education Action Project 
occupied Adirondack House, where the ROTC offices were 
relocated after Recitation Hall burned down, and rebranded 
it the “Peace Center.”

South Africa, 1985: Students Against Apartheid and the Armadillos, two student 
groups, pressured the Board of Trustees to divest all holdings from South Africa in protest 
of Apartheid. Their actions included constructing a stone wall between Carr Hall and 
Sunderland Language Center to represent the fracturing of South African society, collect-
ing 1000 signatures on a petition to divest, and holding a sit-in in Old Chapel, where 
administrative offices are located. The Trustees voted to divest in 1986.

Washington, D.C., 2002: In protest of regulations that 
prohibited men who have had sex with men from donating blood, 
Middlebury Open Queer Alliance held a “Sponsor Drive” alongside 
a Red Cross blood drive in McCullough Student Center , at which 
students donating blood could sign a petition to change the  policy 
and donate blood in the name of a gay community member.

California, 2005: Angered by on campus military recruitment and the homophobic 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, students gathered outside of Proctor Dining Hall on 
marine recruitment day. Most recruits would be sent to 29 Palms, CA,  the largest 

marine training base. Protesters stood in military formation with their faces covered by 
scarves, representing how DADT “gags” LGBTQ+ soldiers.

Cambodia, 1970: Following the U.S. invasion of Cambodia 
and the shooting of four student protesters at Kent State 

University in Ohio during peaceful anti-war demonstrations, 
Middlebury students joined a national student strike and held 

a sit-in at Old Chapel.
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